Origami

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Origami-crane.jpg
By Joseph Chang
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Dedicated to My Mother
Thanks to my mother for teaching me origami.

Japan during the 6th century. When origami came
to Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Yamato_en.pngJapan
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History of Origami
Origami is Japanese art of paper folding. “Ori” means “folding” in
Japanese and “kami” means “paper” in Japanese. Origami is most
notably very famous in Japan, but it is unknown if it started in Japan or
not. Most evidence points towards China that it started in the first to
second century then spread to Japan in the sixth century by Buddhist
monks.

http://home.earthlink.net/~robertcubie/origami/intro.html
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Types of Origami

There are many types of origami in the world and here are just a few:
Action Origami-origami that can move through kinetic energy from
one’s hand. An example would be the Flapping Bird. You would pull the
tail rapidly and the wings would start to flap.
Modular Origami-putting similar units together and forming a new
model. An example would be a simple Ninja Star only requiring 2 units.
Kirigami-folding a base out of paper then cutting it then opening it to
reveal a pattern
Origami tessellations-a collection of figure filling a plane with no gaps.
Example given below:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/51122793@N04/4905274024/sizes/l/in/photostream/
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Techniques
These techniques are very basic and will be used in the how-to in the
end.
Valley fold-a fold that looks like a valley

http://www.origami-instructions.com/images/folds/valley-folds/valley-fold-drawing.jpg

Mountain fold-a fold that looks like a mountain.

http://www.origami-instructions.com/images/folds/mountain-fold/mountain-fold-drawing.jpg
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Notable People in Origami
Robert J. Lang
Lang was born in Dayton, Ohio. He started origami at age 6 by his
teacher that tried to keep him entertained in class. When he was a
teenager he started to make his own origami designs. His origami
designs are mostly insects and animals.

Akira Yoshizawa
When Yoshizawa was a child he taught himself how to do origami.
During World War II he served in the medical corps in Hong Kong and
he made origami models to cheer his patients up. In 1989 he said he
made approximately 50,000 models total.

Satoshi Kamiya
Kamiya started origami when he was two years old. He started making
advanced models when he was 14 years old. Since then he has made
hundreds of models. Kamiya is one of the most advanced origami
masters in the world.

By Satoshi Kamiya
http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2495/3864300189_9e52b24902.jpg
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How-To
In this section we will make two basic models. We will start with a hat:
1. Get a rectangular piece of paper

2. Fold the paper horizontally in the middle (hamburger).

3. Then fold it in half vertically (hotdog).
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4. Then unfold step 3.

5. Then you will fold the closed corners to the middle line.

6. Then fold the bottom flaps upwards then open the bottom and done.
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This is the second model. It is a plane:

1. Have a rectangular piece of paper.

2. Fold the paper vertically in the middle (hotdog).

3. Unfold it.
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4. Put the two top corners in the middle.

5. Then fold the tip down to the bottom.

6. Put the two closed corners to the middle.
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7. Fold the small triangular flap at the bottom up.

8. Fold in half so the flap we folded is showing.

9. Fold edge 1 to the bottom to make it flush and repeat on the
other side and then you are done.
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About the Author
Hi my name is Joseph. I am doing a book about origami because it is one
of my hobbies I do frequently. I like doing origami because it clears my
mind. This book is for people who had little experience folding paper
into other things.
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