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General 

A violin is a very interesting instrument. Many people in America play it. Some of 

the kids have private lessons. There are even whole orchestras! A violin is a string 

instrument with four strings. It is one of the 

four main string instruments which include cello, 

bass, viola, and violin. The violin is the smallest 

then the viola, then the cello and the biggest is 

the bass. 

How it’s played 

The person holds the violin in their left hand and puts it on their shoulder. They 

either place the bow in their right hand, or pizzicato. If they hold the bow, they 

put it on the string and 

pull the bow. If you 

pizzicato you pull the 

string with your finger. 

Violin parts   

Scroll 

The scroll’s main purpose is for decoration. It also has no effect on the sound. 

Pegs 

The purpose of the peg is for tuning the violin. The more you tighten the string the 

higher the sound goes. The more you loosen the string, the lower the notes go. 



6 
 

Neck 

Its main purpose is to give the fingerboard a place to sit. The neck is also slightly 

angled so that the strings sit above the fingerboard. 

Fingerboard 

The fingerboards purpose is that so you can place your finger on the string and 

make different pitches. 

Belly 

It is the main body of the violin. Most of the parts are on belly. 

String 

The string produces the sound. They get thinner from left to right and the sound 

gets lower from left to right. 

F-hole 

The f-hole transmits the sound into the air. 

Bridge 

The bridge keeps the strings in place. 

Chin rest 

The chin rest is to make the violin easier to play. For example it makes shifting 

easier and other things easier. 

Tailpiece 

The tailpiece is held by the tension of strings and the end button. It affects the 

sound fine tuner and the strings. 
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History 

Timeline 

Early 1500’s,  violin originated from Italy 

1525   Andrea Amati developed the violin 

1600-1700  art of violin making reach its peak 

1600   violin were used in operas 

1700   Violin were part of ensembles 

1800   more people became famous playing the violin 

1900   violin playing became more technical and artistic 

Violin players 

David Oistrakh 

Oistrakh lived from 1908 to 1974.He was world famous 

mainly for his recitals and recording Tchaikovsky’s Concerto, 

but also Beethoven’s, Brahms’ and Mendelssohn’s work. 

Giuseppe Tartini 

Tartini lived from 1692 to 1770. His most famous work is 

the Devil’s Trill Sonata for solo violin, in which the performer 

must rapidly play double-stop trills. 
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Antonio Vivaldi 

Vivaldi lived from 1678 to 1741. Today he is one the most well 

known violinists. His best known work is the Four Seasons which is 

4 songs(Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter).Each of the 4 songs also 

has 3 movements. 

Niccolo Paganini 

 

He lived from 1782 to 1840.He is one the best violinists of all 

times. His techniques inspired some of the other successful 

violinists like Brahms, Chopin, Liszt, 

Rachmaninoff and Schumann. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://musiced.about.com/od/classicalmusicians/p/brahms.htm
http://musiced.about.com/od/famousmusicians1/p/fchopin.htm
http://musiced.about.com/od/famousmusicians1/p/fliszt.htm
http://musiced.about.com/od/romanticperiod/p/Rachmaninoff.htm
http://musiced.about.com/od/famousmusicians1/p/rschumann.htm
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Glossary 

Orchestras- a group of performers on various musical instruments, including 
especially stringed instruments of the viol class, clarinets and flutes, cornets and 
trombones, drums, and cymbals, for playing music, as symphonies, operas, popular 
music, or other compositions.  

Viola- a four-stringed musical instrument of the violin family, slightly larger than 

the violin 

Cello- the second largest member of the violin family, rested vertically on the 

floor between the performer's knees when being played. 

Bass - The largest instrument of the violin family, having three or, usually, four 

strings, rested vertically on the floor when played. 

Pizzicato- Played by plucking the strings with the finger instead of using the 
bow, as on a violin.  

Tuning- The state of being in the proper pitch. 

Pitches-T he degree of height or depth of a tone or of sound, depending upon the 

relative rapidity of the vibrations by which it is produced. 

Shifting- move your hand along the fingerboard. 

End button-the part below the chin rest 

Fine tuner-the piece on the tailpiece, help with tuning 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/sound
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/which
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Operas- an extended dramatic composition, in which all parts are sung to 

instrumental accompaniment, that usually includes arias, choruses, and recitatives, 

and that sometimes includes ballet. 

Ensembles- The united performance of an entire group of singers, musicians. 

Movements-part of a song 

Double stop-playing two note at the same time 

Trills- play in a succession of rapidly alternating sounds. 
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