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Rise of the Samurai 

Origins   

Samurai are the military nobility, fierce and deadly warriors of Japan that originated from the 
12th century when they started becoming the retainers of daimyos. Due to civil wars between 
clans, they became increasingly more and more popular to use in battles. They also practiced 
the wearing of two swords, a symbol of their power. 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A samurai of high rank, 
standing in full armor while 
holding a tanto. 



Samurai Training 

Education   

In order to go to the samurai school, you would have to be born into the samurai class, be right-
handed, and you must be born a boy. Training involves many disciplinary lessons; one such 
lesson is that your mentors tie your left-hand behind your back and you must use your other 
hand the whole day to strengthen your hand, for being right-handed will help you protect the 
other samurai, along with yourself. To prove your skills, you will participate in many bokken 
matches with the class watching you; make sure you do not dishonor yourself by showing 
weakness.  

Years in Training   

A samurai will typically start their training when they are seven years of age. If they succeed, 
they will go to the shrines when they are about twelve and have their coming-of-age ceremony, 
or genbuku. They will get new adult names, (e.g. Oda Nobunaga) a more grown-up hairstyle, 
and new adult robes. Once they are eighteen they will say goodbye to their family and move on 
to go on their first mission as a samurai. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two samurai training with their 
bokken.  

http://www.photos8.com/thumbs/samurai_training_martial_arts-t2.jpg


Adulthood 

Ranks  

Ranks in the samurai class meant a lot in Japan, it depends on how much koku you will get, and 
how many men you will command, unless you’re a ronin. Unlike a ronin, hanshi are the middle 
class of samurai and are in the service of daimyos or hans. Daimyos are clan leaders and they 
control a given piece of land that they receive from the shogun. A shogun is the best class of 
samurai as they control all of Japan and are excellent swordsmen. Such as Tokugawa Ieyasu, 
whose family ruled Japan for almost 200 years. 

Campaigns   

If you were a samurai back then, it was most likely you were not going to survive, since there 
were many sieges, battles, and assassins. It was better to think of a heroic death than running 
from your clan. If you do survive all of the campaigns for many years, you would most likely 
retire and live out the rest of your life in peace.  

        

  



Weapons 

The Weapons  

A samurai was capable of using many deadly weapons such as these: 

Katana: A samurai’s most important weapon, this sword is the samurai’s soul they say, cold and 
deadly. It is forged by heating the metal so they can pound, roll, and fold it to make it stronger. 
It is crafted in a curved fashion with a sharp edge to slash through their enemies swiftly. 

Bows: Every samurai needs to know how to use a bow, so this killing force is not to be dealt 
with lightly. A Japanese bow can shoot extremely far, with a powerful force to cut through 
enemy lines quickly due to its massive size. Arrows for these bows can be crafted in a different 
fashion, such as a fire arrow or a whistling arrow that shrieks through the air. 

Pole Weapons: Naginatas and Yaris are weapons not to be contested with; they have a long 
reach that can stab warriors if they get too close. A naginata can also be used to slash or hack, 
due to its thick curved blade. Although a yari cannot slash, it is sharp and can easily pierce 
through armor, killing the enemy. 

Japanese Muskets: Introduced in the late 16th century by the Portuguese, these projectile 
weapons can shoot at up to about 200 meters and if used correctly, they can easily devastate 
cavalry just as Nobunaga had in the Battle of Nagashino. The only problems with these guns 
were that they could not shoot as far as a good bow and most samurai did not use this, as there 
were many ashigaru at their disposal. 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

A katana and 
its sheath 
ready for use. 

A Japanese 
bow or yumi. 

The 16th century 
Japanese 
matchlock, the 
arquebus. 

The yari and naginata 
are excellent weapons 
against cavalry and 
close-by enemies. 



Samurai Armor 

Early Armor  

The first armor was made up of large squares of waterproof leather with sheets of scales 
strapped to them to protect them from arrows, and a helmet to protect their head. The armor 
was bulky and didn’t help them in some areas of the body. 

Lamellar Armor  

The lamellar armor that the samurai were known for had evolved from the early armor, with it 
being more effective and not so clunky. It consisted of rectangular plates all along the armor 
and a harder more useful helmet.  

Plate Armor  

After the Portuguese had introduced matchlocks in Japan metalworkers started using a full 
plate of metal for their armor inspired by the European designs, some of them were bullet-
proof because of the  often use of firearms.       

A full set of lamellar armor, 
used by the samurai before 
plate armor was invented in 
the late 1500’s. 

Plate armor was invented in 
the 16th century, inspired by 
the Europeans. 



Skills of a Samurai 

Dueling  
A samurai is always honorable in his battles, and that means respecting your opponents. A 
samurai will duel against another samurai one-on-one with their katana. There should be no 
dirty moves, though deception might be required in a duel. If someone is beaten in a duel, it 
will mean death for them. 

Kenjutsu 

Kenjutsu is a Japanese skill that means the method, or technique of the sword. It involves all 
the blocks and slices at the right time because if a samurai does not time his strikes, he will 
surely be killed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this painting, there are 
two samurai dueling and 
applying Kenjutsu in their 
fight. 



Religion and Bushido 

Buddhism 

Buddhism is the religion for most samurai, they pray every day to Buddha or the “enlightened 
one.” Devotion is necessary for the samurai if they are to follow this religion. A samurai will also 
have to meditate every single day to calm the mind. 

Shinto 

Shinto back then was the belief of spiritual things in the world for samurai. Shinto practices 
were held in shrines and other such places for a samurai. 

Bushido 

A samurai needs to follow a code called Bushido; it is a set of disciplinary rules that call for 

bravery, discipline, loyalty, honor, honesty, and obedience. Most daimyos used this to rule over their 

samurai, as it meant they would be loyal and obedient to their leader. Bushido had another rule that a 

samurai would want to die honorably in battle. 

  

  



Decline 

Loss of Status 

In the 1800’s, Emperor Meiji ordered for the samurai not to be the only military power in favor 
for the western more modern type army. Later, he stripped them of their right to wield swords 
or execute commoners who paid disrespect to them. Although the rebellion of Satsuma was 
great, they were soon put down forever.  

This painting shows the rebellion making a 
final stand against the Imperials.  



Glossary 

Ashigaru – (N) the lowest military class in Japan’s feudal system. 

Bokken – (N) wooden swords used to train samurai in Kenjutsu. 

Daimyo – (N) the leader of a clan in Japan, they control their own armies and land. 

Koku – (N) a measurement of how much to feed one man for a year. 

Oda Nobunaga – (N) one of the greatest samurai leaders in Japan, he beat an army that 
outnumbered him 3 to 1. 

Ronin – (N) a samurai that doesn’t have a leader anymore due to the leader’s absence or the 
ronin leaving the clan. 

Shogun – (N) the supreme commander of all of Japan, they order the military around and they 
are usually excellent swordsmen. 

Tanto – (N) the Tanto is a dagger that can be used in close combat or suicide. 

Tokugawa Ieyasu – (N) a great samurai that became Shogun and his family stayed as shogun for 
200 years. 
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